
As part of the University of Edinburgh's Social Responsibility and Sus-
tainability Strategy the School of Chemistry is committed to the S-labs 
model promoted by the higher education environmental performance 
improvement (HEEPI) programme. 
 
S-LABS – a SAFE, SUCCESSFUL, and SUSTAINABLE workplace 
 – making your aspirations achievable in a manner fit for the challeng-
es of the 21st Century. 
 
Sustainable development is an important aspect of the 21st century 
economy and society, and is increasingly reflected in scientific and 
technical research. It is also espoused by most lab operators. Howev-
er, there is often a disconnect between these aspirations and activities 
and day to day laboratory life.  
 
Higher education laboratories are also important places for influencing 
the attitudes and behaviour of the staff and students who work and 
study in them. Their future careers will provide many opportunities to 
contribute to both the research and innovation which is needed to cre-
ate sustainable lifestyles and technologies, and to broader public and 
policy debates. Hence, more sustainable labs are a vital element in 
meeting the world's economic, environmental and social challenges in 
coming decades. 
 
By participating in the Green Impacts Awards the School of Chemistry 
aims to bring together staff and students to improve the safety and 
sustainability of your working environment. 
 
This document highlights some of the methods we can use to meet 
our broader social responsibilities. Please get in touch anytime if you 
have any questions, feedback or suggestions. 
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Electrical equipment 
(e.g. microscopes, incu-
bators, balances, hot 
plates etc) should be 
turned off when not in 
use. Controlled timer 
switches can be used to 
automatically switch off 
equipment at the end of 
the day. These are avail-
able from room 246.  

Drying ovens should 
have timers set to switch 
off in the evening and on 
in the morning. They can 
often be turned off over 
the weekend too. Most 

ovens are not required 
overnight and do not 
take long to heat up in 
the morning.  

Label sockets making 
clear what can and can-
not be turned off. Ensure 
that plugs / off switches 
are easily accessible.  

Fume cupboards with 
variable air flow, use the 
least power when the 
sash is down. Sashes of 
all fume hoods should be 
down when not being 
used, especially at the 
end of the day. Plan your 

work to reduce the 
amount of time equip-
ment needs to be on. 

Ensure equipment such 
as ovens, incubators and 
autoclaves are the right 
size. Combine loads and 
put everything into one 
piece of equipment ra-
ther than using several 
individual pieces of the 
same equipment.  

Replace old equipment 
with energy efficient 
equipment or consider 
sharing with neighbour-
ing labs instead. 

your computer to start up 
from home if you wish to 
access the remote desk-
top, or want to avoid 
waiting for it to load in 
the morning. See here 
for details:  http://
www.teu.org.uk/go/
wakeup 

One network printer uses 
less energy than many 
individual desktop print-
ers. Consider installing 

Ensure that power sav-
ing settings are activated 
on your computer. Com-
puters should be turned 
off at the wall (or un-
plugged from sockets if 
this is more convenient) 
overnight and over the 
weekend. Computer 
monitors should be 
turned off throughout the 
day when not in use. 

You can programme 

one when printers need 
replacing. Ensure print-
ers are off when not in 
use. 

Lab Equipment 

Office Items 

Fridge Freezers 

Do not use incubators in 
place of refrigerators, as 
these use more energy. 

Keep a cleared diameter 
of at least one ft around 
refrigerators to reduce 
the heat load. 

Fill empty fridge / freezer 
space with polystyrene 
blocks to reduce energy 
consumption. 

Periodically defrost your 
freezers & remove dust 
from the condenser coils. 

“Periodically 

defrost your 

freezers and 

remove dust 

from the 

condensers.” 
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Lights in the offices and 
labs should be turned off 
when the last person leaves 
the room. This includes the 
fume cupboard lights. 

When working in a specific 
area such as a desk, use 
small area lamps instead of 
overhead lights that illumi-
nate the entire laboratory.  

Heating, ventilation and air-
conditioning settings have a 
large impact on energy con-
sumption; ensure settings 

are correct for your labora-

tory and office, and that heating 
and cooling are not fighting 
against one another. Please re-
port problems and make sugges-
tions to: 

chemistry.faults@ed.ac.uk 

 

Working Environment 

Relevant Links 

Sustainability Office 
(http://www.ed.ac.uk/about/sustainability) 
 
Transport Office  
(http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/transport) 
 
Shuttle Bus Timetable 
(http://www.ed.ac.uk/staff-students/students/shuttlebus) 
 
UoE’s Social Responsibility and Sustainability Strategy 
(http://www.ed.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.47611!fileManager/UoE-SRS-
Strategy.pdf) 
 
S-Labs 
(http://www.goodcampus.org/s-lab/index.php) 

“You can 

catch a FREE 

shuttle bus 

from KB into 

the centre of 

town using 

your 

university ID 

card” 
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